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Emerging 
deck trends 


ustom-built decks can ex- greater hold in recent years. 
pand usable outdoor en- The term refers to aesthetically 
tertaining spaces. Decks appealing designs that conceal 
can surround pools and create the ends of deck boards for a 
outdoor patio areas that make it clean finish. Some designs feature 
easy to establish multitiered living contrasting material colors on the 
spaces, improving the functional- ends for even more impact. This 
ity of outdoor areas. helps create refined perimeters 
Certain deck trends have for a polished look. 
emerged as industry experts top ¢ Roof-top decking: Urban ar- 
picks for the upcoming remod- eas also can benefit from decking 
eling and renovation season. to create usable outdoor spaces. 
For those thinking of revamping In fact, many new condominium 
an existing deck, or building an and townhouse communities 
entirely new one, these trends are are incorporating roof-top decks 
on point. into their designs, particularly in 
e Established perimeters: communities with water views 
“Picture framing” is not a new or other impressive vistas. HGTV 
trend, but one that has taken experts suggest roof-top decks 





Deck trends continue to improve on the form and function of outdoor living spaces. 
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feature light-colored materials 
and fixtures to help keep the area 
cool even in direct sunlight. 

e Distressed hardwood: 
Builder and Developer, a manage- 
ment resource for professional 
homebuilders, says that the trend 
for using distressed hardwoods 
at home has migrated outside. 
Some decking manufacturers have 
recently introduced low-mainte- 
nance composite deck boards that 
mimic the look and feel of dis- 
tressed, rustic hardwood flooring. 
This weathered appearance gives 
the look of age without the upkeep 
of real aged wood. 

¢e Wooden walkways: Decking 
can be the more traditional design 
people envision with a patio table 
or outdoor furniture. But it also 
can consist of wooden walkways 
or a low-laying patio to accentu- 
ate the yard. 

e Mixed materials: Homeown- 


ers may be inspired by commer- 


“Spring Is 


DRESAFE 


CRIMNEYSSERVMICES 


INC. 


413-436-7946 508-752-0800 
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cial eateries, breweries and urban 
markets in their exterior design 
choices. Decks featuring compos- 
ite materials and aluminum rail- 
ings blend sophistication, urban 
appeal and comfort. 

e Personal touches: Home- 
owners can customize their decks 
with personal touches. It’s not un- 
heard of to wrap columns in stone 
or glass tiles for more impact. And 
a vast array of decking colors now 
enables fun interpretations for 
outdoor areas. 

e Fire pit conversation area: 
Many decks can incorporate 
water or fire elements for visual 
appeal. Gas-fueled fire elements 
can expand the functionality of 
decks beyond the warm seasons, 
or make enjoying them practical 
on nights when the temperature 
plummets. 

Decks are reimagined in many 
different ways with continually 


evolving trends. 
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Replace your oil fired or 
electric water heater with 


Propane 9g propane tankless. 
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www.ostermangas.com 


FireSafe Chimney 


WARE - Jim Whalley 
of Firesafe Chimney can't 
express enough how 
often one should get 
ones chimney inspected. 
Originally started in 2005 
by former partner Derek 
Hannah, Firesafe Chimney 
merged in 2015 with J&J 
Chimney, and was taken 
over fully by Whalley in 
2018 in order to serve all 
of their clients. There's not 
many companies like his 
around here. 

Working with a team 
of four, Whalley started 
his own business in 2010, 
but then was absorbed by 
Firesafe Chimney, saying he 
saw a need to grow a little 
bit larger. 

The company does 
chimney sweeping 
and blockage 
removal, both 
chimney 
and wood 


- Give us a Call Today to Make Sure Your Chimney ts Healthy. 





pellets installation, repairs, 
inspections and much 
more. Whalley encourages 
those who have chimneys 
to gee them inspected once 
a year. 

Although fall is the 
busiest time of year, 
Whalley encourages 
customers to push for 
spring scheduling, almost 
like a part of their spring 
cleaning. 

Firesafe Chimney is a 
part of the MA Chimney 
Sweep Guild, a member 
of the National Chimney 
Sweep Guild and has won 
accreditation from the 
Better Business Bureaus. 

Whalley says that 
every new client gets an 
inspection, even if they 
called the company for 
something else. They use 
state of the art equipment 
and programs to make sure 
chimneys are safe. 
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Benefits of 
freestanding tubs 


ew home design elements pro- 

vide the instant wow factor of 

freestanding tubs. Freestanding 
tubs have an air of luxury that can help 
current homeowners relax, and impress 
buyers when homes go on the market. 

Freestanding tubs are typically made 
of cast iron or porcelain. The home 
improvement website HomeAdvisor 
notes that cast iron is durable and solid 
and retains heat well, which is great for 
those who want to spend more than a 
little time relaxing in a freestanding tub. 
However, because cast iron is so heavy, 
installing a cast iron tub may require 
structural reinforcement of the flooring, 
which will add to the overall cost of the 
project. 
According to HomeAdvisor, the aver- 

age cost to install a tub varies widely de- 
pending on the type of tub, the materials 


its made of and other factors, including 


considerably if new plumbing and piping 
are necessary. 

Before purchasing a freestanding 
tub, homeowners should seek estimates 
regarding installation, making sure to 
get them in writing. Contractors will 
determine if structural reinforcement is 
necessary and include such costs in their 
estimates. In addition, make sure to ask 
contractors to investigate piping and 
plumbing so no surprises pop up after 
the tub has been purchased and work has 
begun. 

If estimates from contractors arent 
budget busting, homeowners can con- 
sider these benefits of freestanding tubs 
before making their final decisions. 

- Cleaning: Because they re detached 
from other bathroom fixtures and not 
flush against the wall, freestanding tubs 
tend to be easier to clean than built-in 


bathtubs. Freestanding tubs are accessi- 


can build up. 

¢ Return on investment: In its 2018 
“Cost vs. Value’ report, Remodeling 
magazine noted that upscale bathroom 
remodels recouped 56.2 percent of their 
cost at resale. That was a better return 
on investment than an upscale kitchen 
remodel (53.5 percent) and an upscale 
master suite addition (48.3 percent). The 


thought of a sizable return on investment 





¢ Warmth: Even freestanding tubs 
made of materials other than cast iron 
offer great heat retention. Stone resin 
bathtubs, for example, provide excellent 
insulation on cold nights. That's ideal for 
people who want to unwind in the tub 
without having to exit early because the 
water has become cold. 

Freestanding tubs can transform reg- 


ular bathrooms into luxurious oases. 


plumbing and piping. For example, the ble from all sides, making it easy to reach can make relaxing in a freestanding tub 


cost to install a freestanding tub will rise all those nooks and crannies where grime that much more enjoyable. 
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Think Again! 
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DISTINCTIVE. POWERFUL. RESPONSIBLE. 


Harman Stove offers home heating products that burna 


variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman rs 
brand defines versatility, dependability and quality. A RM A | 
More heat, better temperature control and the strongest Sco ee 


warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive features 
that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry. 
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320 South Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 
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Quick and simple ways to 


make a front door pop 


isitors impressions of a home 

are often dictated by the homes 

entryway. Must as one may 
judge a book by its cover, the same can 
be said about the impression that a front 
door and entryway can create, regardless 
of how accurate that impression is. 

Making certain changes to an entry- 
way can go a long way toward improving 
curb appeal. Entryways also can set the 
scene for a homes interior. Whether one 
chooses to be classic or bold, modern 
or traditional, there are various ways to 
quickly transform a homes entryway. 
¢ Bold front door color: Color can dra- 

matically enhance an entryway. Painting 
an existing door or replacing it with a 
more vivid option can do the trick. The 
DIY Network says certain colors stand 
out as favorites. These include turquoise, 
yellow, red, indigo, orange, and black. The 
door color should complement the other 
shades of the home, such as those on 


siding and trim. 


BLS AL Ta 


Visit Our Store Located In 





e Custom walkway: Guide guests 
right to the front door with an attractive 
(and safe) walkway. Stamped concrete or 
decorative paver blocks may fit the bill. 
This walkway can extend to the street or 
to the driveway. 

¢ Contain plants. Landscaping 
around the entryway should be neat 
and well-tended. Overgrown plants or 
shrubbery may give off an air of neglect. 
Container plants and carefully curated 
shrubs can create a neat and inviting 
aura. 

e Highlight the address. Make sure 
the home can be found easily with bold 
and decorative house numbers. Consider 
two different address signs: one illumi- 
nated and easily viewed from the curb, 
and another closer to the front door. 

¢ Utilize high-end materials. The 
relatively small area of real estate by 
the front door enables homeowners to 
splurge on more opulent materials that 
can really add a feeling of luxury. These 


can include colorful tiles, ornate planters, 


41 East Street - Chicopee, MA 01020 
Teddybearpools.com 








decorative wooden doors, or elaborate 
knobs and lighting fixtures. 

e Add architectural details. Find 
out which architectural elements will 
meld with the style of the home and then 


incorporate them. Moldings, columns, 





shutters, and trim are areas to consider. 
The entryway to a home garners a lot 

of attention. Homeowners can enhance 

their spaces with entryways that really 


make a statement. 
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Outdoor improvements that boost home value 





ether home improvement 


projects are design to im- 

prove the interior or exterior 
of a house, focusing on renovations that 
make the most financial sense can bene- 
fit homeowners in the long run. The right 
renovations can be assets if and when 
homeowners decide to sell their homes. 


So how does one get started? First 
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airad 


and foremost, speak to a local real estate 
agent who is knowledgeable about trends 
in the community. While a swimming 
pool may be something coveted in one 
area, it may impede sales in another. It 
also helps to study generalized trends 
and data from various home improve- 
ment industry analysts to guide upcom- 


ing projects. 


MARIER’S ANTIQUES 
& FLEA MARKET 
1628 Park St., Palmer, Ma. (On Route 20) 


Open 7 am - 4 pm Daily 
Clean, friendly, hometown atmosphere 


Food Truck, Parking $2 





FREE OVERNIGHT PARKING FOR BUYERS 


May 11 
Live Band 10am-2pm 
oe eae May 9- May 13 « July 4- July 8 
Open ae Aug. 28 - Sept. 2 


(Thursday - Monday) 


Mark’s Landscape Supply 


Making Properties Special For Over 20 Years 
Yard Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7:30am-4:30pm 


e Large Variety 
of Mulch 


e Peastone 
e Decorative 


e Fertilizers 
e Process 


RENTALS 


Excavator/ 
Skid Steer 


The following outdoor projects are 


just a few renovations that tend to add 
value. 

- Fire pit: A fire pit is a great place to 
gather most months of the year. Bob Vila 
and CBS news report that a fire pit real- 
izes a 78 percent return on investment, 
or ROI. 

¢ Outdoor kitchen: Many buyers are 
looking to utilize their yards as an ex- 
tension of interior living areas. Cooking, 
dining and even watching TV outdoors 
is increasingly popular. Outdoor living 
areas can be custom designed and built. 
In addition, prefabricated modular units 
that require a much smaller commitment 
of time and money are available. 

« Patio: Homeowners who do not 
already have a patio will find that adding 
one can increase a homes value. Patios 
help a home look neat, add useable space 
and may help a home to sell quickly. 

The experts at Space Wise, a division of 
Extra Space Storage, say that refinishing, 


repairing and building a new patio offers 
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strong ROI. 

« Deck: Deck can be as valuable as 
patios. A deck is another outdoor space 
that can be used for entertaining, dining 
and more. Remodeling magazine's 2018 
“Cost vs. Value” report indicates that an 
$11,000 deck can add about $9,000 in re- 
sale value to the home, recouping around 
82 percent of the project's costs. 

¢ Door update: Improve curb appeal 
with a new, high-end front door and ga- 
rage doors. If that’s too expensive, a good 
cleaning and new coat of paint can make 
an old door look brand new. These easy 
fixes can improve a home's look instantly. 

« New landscaping: The National 
Association of Realtors says an outdoor 
makeover that includes well-thought out 
landscaping can net 105 percent ROL. In- 
stalling a walkway, adding stone planters, 
mulching, and planting shrubs are ideas 
to consider. 

Many different outdoor projects can 


add value to a home. 


~ §mall Personal Service Makes A Difference ~ 
Septic 
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Lighting is a 
key component of 
curb appeal 


urb appeal can affect pro- 

spective buyers perception 

of a home. When addressing 
curb appeal, homeowners may be 
inclined to focus on features that are 
easily seen from the street during 
the day. But what can a homeowner 
do to improve on his or her home's 
nighttime aesthetic? 

Outdoor lighting is one aspect of 
curb appeal that is often overlooked, 
advises the home improvement 
experts at The Spruce. Home- 
owners may fail to recognize the 
importance of how proper illumi- 
nation can provide their homes 
with a warm glow and make it look 
beautiful after the sun has set. For 
example, think of how cozy and in- 
viting neighborhoods appear during 
the holiday season when homes are 
strung with twinkling lights. Home- 
owners can replicate that look all 
year long with lighting elements. 

Lighting for evening hours also 
helps maintain a safe environment 
for people who are visiting the 
property. Illuminating walkways and 
doorways provides a clearly visible 
and safe path to and from the home. 

The following are a few ways to 
improve outdoor lighting. 

e Focus on architectural fea- 
tures. Outdoor lighting can focus on 
the external features of the home's 


architectural style. Use light to draw 


GrenvA 10 
(ST ATROS. 


Die. 


attention to interesting gables, dra- 
matic roof lines, dormers, or curved 
entryways. 

e Play up landscaping. Stylish 
lighting can highlight trees, shrubs, 
pathways, gardens, and all of the ele- 
ments of softscapes and hardscapes 
on a property. ‘The lighting experts 
at Vernon Daniel Associates say that 
soft lighting can make homes feel 
warm and cozy. Uplighting trees or 
other elements can add a dramatic 
effect. 

e Light up all doors. Make sure 
that doors, both entry and garage, 
are properly lit for ease of entry 
and egress from the home. Safety. 
com, a home and personal security 
resource, says a home burglary oc- 
curs every 15 seconds in the United 
States. Installing motion-activated 
lights or lights on timers can deter 
break-ins. Consider using home 
automation to control porch lights 
and other outdoor lights remotely, if 
necessary. 

e Create entertaining areas. 
Outdoor lighting can be used to ex- 
tend the hours residents can spend 
outside. This is great for entertain- 
ing and can be an excellent selling 
point. 

Homeowners are urged not to 
overlook outdoor lighting as a vital 
part of their plan to improve curb 


appeal. 
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DON’T MISS OUT ON WHAT IS HAPPENING THIS SUMMER 


SAFELY DISPOSE OF PAINT & 
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS 


RECEIVE 20% OFF WITH A COPY OF THIS AD! 


(EXPIRES 9/1/19) 
Dispose of paints, fertilizers, household cleaners, auto maintenance 
products, and other household hazardous waste at: 


NEDT Household Hazardous 
Products Collection Center 


190 East Main St. (Route 20) Westfield, MA 
Open: Mondays & Wednesdays — 9 AM to 4 PM 

Saturdays 9 AM to 1 PM (Except Holidays) 
866-769-1621 Or Visit Our Web Site For More Info & Pricing 


www. NEDT.org 


| LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS| 


¢ Spring & Fall Clean-Ups 
¢ Trimming & Pruning 
¢ Sodding * Seeding 


Fully Insured Fully Guaranteed @& 


e Mulch & Stone 
Installation 
¢ Snowplowing & Sanding 


e Lawn Maintenance 
¢ Landscape Design & 
Installation 


Feeding Hills 


789-6382 


10% OFF 


| 4 FREE Mowing 
with Season Contract SPRING CLEAN-UP 


| New CUSTOMERS ONLY NEW CUSTOMERS ony | 
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Caring for 





kitchen 


countertops 


itchen remodels are a popular 






home improvement project 
hat help homeowners recoup 
large percentages of their initial in- 
vestments at resale. A kitchen remodel 
can invigorate a home and make the 
most popular room in the house more 
functional. 

According to HomeAdvisor, a 
home-improvement informational 
guide, homeowners spend an average 
of $22,000 on kitchen remodels. How- 
ever, lavish projects can cost more than 
$50,000. Protecting such investments is 
important and requires that home- 
owners understand how to properly 
maintain kitchen features so they have 
the longest life possible. This includes 
the new countertops that make the 
kitchen look complete. 

Countertops come in various mate- 
rials, not all of which should be treated 
the same way. Quartz, granite, marble, 
laminate, and tile countertops require 


different types of maintenance. 


Quartz 

Engineered quartz countertops are 
popular. Quartz countertops are nearly 
maintenance-free and resistant to 
stains, scratches and even heat. Quartz 
will not need to be sealed like natural 
stone and can be cleaned using just a 
damp cloth with a mild, nonabrasive 


soap. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 


25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA 
413-569-2400 - 860-654-1975 





Granite 

Polished or honed granite coun- 
tertops offer a high-end look that adds 
instant value to a kitchen. Natural 
variations in granite give each kitch- 
en a custom look. To keep granite 
countertops clean, avoid abrasive 
cleansers that can scratch, and opt for 
warm, soapy water instead. Stains are 
possible, but can be remedied with a 
baking soda paste left to sit for a cou- 
ple of hours, advises Angie’ List. Wipe 
up oils, acids and soda promptly to 
avoid stains, and follow advised sealing 


routines. 


Marble 

Marble is a natural stone that is 
porous and will need to be resealed 
periodically. Because marble has high 
levels of the mineral calcite, it can be 
reactive when acids come in contact 
with it, and etch marks may appear. 
Promptly wipe away tomato juice, lem- 
on juice, perfume, or toothpaste. Mar- 
ble is softer than granite and will wear 
at a faster rate. Avoid scratching and 
exercise caution when using knives or 


sharp objects around marble. 


Laminate 
One of the more budget-friendly 
materials, laminate countertops can be 


fabricated to mimic the look of natural 


1 - 


stone, wood or even quartz. Laminate 
is less resistant to damage than other 
materials and will need a gentle touch. 
Formica* says to never use abrasive 
cleansers, scouring pads or steel wool 
when cleaning laminate countertops. 
For tough stains, an all-purpose clean- 
er should suffice when applied with a 
nylon-bristled brush. Test any cleanser 


in a discreet area first. 


Tile 


Cleaning tile countertops requires 





a 


getting into crevices along the grout 
lines. A toothbrush and a mildew-fight- 
ing cleaner or bleach diluted with wa- 
ter is advised. Also, unglazed tiles need 
to be sealed yearly. Some soap may 
leave residue, which can be removed 
with a solution of vinegar and water. 
Check with the manufacturer or in- 
staller of the countertops to learn more 
about the ways to clean and maintain 


new counters. 


Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar 


Red, Black & Brown 
Playground e Forest Blend 
Topsoil © Firewood 


NOW CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other 
people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. 


Come visit us on the web 
for great deals! 


Find us on 
Facebook 
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Did you know? 


According to the home improvement resource 
HomeAdvisor, adding square tootage to a home 
can cost homeowners anywhere from $7,000 to 
$100,000. When adding square footage to a home, 
homeowners may need to knock down an interior 
wall or walls, the cost of which can vary widely 
depending on the walls being knocked down. 
Load-bearing walls are needed to support the 
home, and while such walls can be removed, 
homeowners may need to hire structural engi- 
neers at additional cost to orchestrate such re- 
movals. In addition, homeowners can expect to 
pay more when knocking down walls that contain 
ducts or electrical wiring. It also can be costly tor 
homeowners whose homes are old to knock down 
walls. HomeAdvisor notes that the wall-removal 
process in old homes that contain lead paint or 
lath-and-plaster walls is more intricate and may 
cost homeowners more money. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS, SEPTIC DESIGNERS 
AND SEPTIC INSTALLERS NEEDED 
Residential Rehabilitation and Home Improvement 
~ Approximately 100 individual housing rehabilitation and septic projects 
that can go up to $40,000 per project will be put out to bid in the towns 
of Agawam, Brimfield, Brookfield, Chester, East Longmeadow, Hardwick, Holland, 
Huntington, Leicester, Middlefield, Northampton, Russell, Spencer, Wales, Ware, 
Warren, West Springfield and Westfield. These projects are funded through the Housing 
and Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant Program and 
administered by the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. The PVPC facilitates project 
identification and develops the work specifications. In most circumstances, contractors 
receive payment within 30 days of receipt of an invoice for approved work. 
For more information, or to receive an application, 
call Beth Sorrell at (413)781-6045, or bsorrell@pvpc.org. 
Interested contractors/designers/installers who meet insurance, licensing, 
and other application requirements will be added to the bidders list. 
PVPC is an Equal Opportunity Employer 


BRODEUR-CAMPBELL 


FENCE Co., INC. 


1075 Page Boulevard e Springfield, MA 01104 
(413) 783-6141 or (413) 787-2656 


wiwiw.brodeurcampbellfence.com 


DO-IT-YOURSELF CENTER or WE INSTALL 
A Fence to Fit Any need and Budget! 
“DON’T GAMBLE — CALL BRODEUR-CAMPBELL” 

; i | 


i 1 CEDAR & il Sanne ORNAMENTAL ®P""E 


l 


Vinyl Fence « Wood Fence ¢ Chain Link Fence ¢« Ornamental Fence ¢ Electronic Gates 
Temporary Fence for Construction Sites ¢ Arbors ¢ Trellises 


Residential — Commercial ¢e FREE ESTIMATES! e Fully Insured 





Open for the season 
EASTER PLANTS 


LILIES | TULIPS | DAFFODILS 


PANSIES | LETTUCE 
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E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD seaper 


FEEDING HIis, Mass. @ “Everything you'd grow if you had forty acres.” 
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e Attic & Basement Cleanouts 
¢ Bobcat Services ¢ Gutter Cleaning 
e Storm Damage Cleanup 
¢ Pre-Sale Home Improvements 


789-6382 


Choice of 
15 Different Colors! 
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Paint your homes 
exterior like a pro 


ainting is an inexpensive way to 

transform just about any space. 

Many people paint the interiors 
of their homes, but home exteriors also 
can undergo dramatic makeovers with 
fresh coats of paint. Timing the job right 
and heeding some tips from professionals 
and do-it-yourselfers who have tread the 
painting path before you can make the 


job go smoothly. 


Consider the time of year 

Consider local weather patterns and 
forecasts when planning an exterior 
painting project. Choose a time of year 
when there is little rain and low humidity, 
such as autumn. Keep in mind that the 
paint will require a couple of days to dry 
completely and cure, and that can be 
difficult in damp weather. Don't hamper 


the final outcome with poor timing. 


Prepare the painting surfaces 
Resist the temptation to start paint- 
ing straight away. Paint may not adhere 
to unprepared surfaces, and dirt and 
other debris may show through and mar 


the finished product. Repainting a homes 


athroom and kitchen makeovers are 

some of the most coveted and profitable 

improvements that can be made to a 
home. Installing new cabinetry, countertops and 
appliances can transform the look of a kitchen, 
but homeowners also must consider the function- 
ality of design when renovating. 

The National Kitchen and Bath Association 
suggests applying the kitchen “work triangle, 
which is a concept used to create efficient kitchen 
layouts. The triangle comprises imaginary straight 
lines drawn from the cooking appliance, sink and 
refrigerator. These are where much of the work in 


the kitchen takes place. The general idea is that 


exterior will likely involve removing 
peeling or chipping paint prior to mak- 
ing your first strokes. Wear protective 
gear when scraping, sanding or brushing 
old paint, as such tasks can generate 
dust that can be dangerous to inhale, 
particularly if the old paint contains 
lead. 

Employ a chlorine bleach solution 
to kill any mildew and to scrub any dirt 
from the house. In addition, repair any 
cracks or imperfections. For example, 
if youre painting stucco, you may have 
to fill in any pitting or holes. Use this 
opportunity to inspect caulking around 
windows and doors. Recaulk as needed 
to seal up drafty areas or those that may 


cause water infiltration prior to painting. 


Prime and cover stains 

It may be a little extra work, but apply 
a quality primer as the first coat to hide 
any imperfections, such as wood knots 
or discoloration from weathering. Primer 
provides a smooth, even surface upon 
which to put your paint color. Once you 
have applied the primer, test your paint 


color in a small, inconspicuous spot to 


see how the color looks in the daylight. 
You do not want to paint the entire home 


only to find out you dislike the color. 


Try these painting techniques 

Rent a paint sprayer for large surface 
areas. The sprayer will produce a more 
uniform application and is less time-con- 
suming than painting everything with a 
brush or roller. Make sure youve chosen a 
high-quality paint, as the added expense 
is worth it if the paint lasts longer and 
coats more evenly. Also, if you have pur- 
chased multiple cans of paint, mix them 
all in one large bucket to ensure the same 
color; otherwise, the colors may not 


match perfectly. 


How to create an 
effective workflow in the kitchen 


The NKBA suggests following these guidelines 


through the triangle. 


when the work triangle is positioned accordingly 
— with the three components in close proximity 
to one another — the kitchen is easier and more 
efficient to use. Homeowners will be able to move 
freely among these elements when they are placed 


at appropriate distances, reducing wasted steps. 


to create efficient kitchens. 


« No major traffic patterns should cross 


- The sum of the work triangle’s three sides 
should not exceed 26 feet. Each portion of the 


triangle should be between four and nine feet. 


sula. 





The experts at HGTV recommend 


working your way from top to bottom in 
a smooth, controlled manner, overlap- 
ping each stroke by eight inches. Trim 
and hard-to-reach areas should be left for 
brush work so you can maintain control 
over your tools. 

If you are painting areas like steps or 
staircases, consider adding a little fine- 
grain sand to the paint to improve trac- 
tion, as paint can be slippery when wet. 

If painting your homes exterior is be- 
yond your capabilities, hire a profession- 
al. He or she will get the work done in a 
timely manner, and you can rest assured 


that the job will be done correctly. 


- If the kitchen has only one sink, it should be 
placed between or across from the cooking sur- 
face, preparation area or refrigerator. 

The work triangle is a suggestion, not a law of 
design. As kitchens evolve and more people use 
them simultaneously, designers may take certain 
liberties — even having multiple triangles at play. 


Homeowners should also design their kitchens 


so they function best for their own individual 


lifestyles. 


- Avoid cutting through an island or a penin- 


Kitchen layout can be just as important as the 


decor and appliances within the kitchen. 
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Maximize your basements potential 


f today’s real estate market has you 

frazzled, a home renovation project 

may be just the right answer. With 
home prices on the rise, finishing a base- 
ment is the latest trend towards building 
even more equity in the home. 

A finished basement can offer a little 
extra room and give a growing family 
space to breathe, and with so many uses, 
a renovated basement may be exactly 
what your home is missing. It can provide 
additional storage, a sound-proofed me- 
dia room, craft room, guest room, or in- 
come suite. The possibilities are endless. 
Here are some tips on how to give your 
basement a 180-degree makeover: 

Waterproof it. Check the interior 
foundation and floors to make sure there 
are no existing moisture issues, water 
damage or mold problems. Address any 
primary moisture issues before finishing 
the space. Examine grading to ensure 
water runs away from your foundation. 

Soundproof it. Installing acoustic 


insulation is the perfect excuse to crank 


fi dé te a 


up the subwoofer, host a get-together or 
let the kids run wild. Soundproofing is 
the ultimate solution to maximize your 
basement's peace, quiet and privacy. 
Industry experts suggest using Roxul Safe 
n Sound, which effectively absorbs sound 
and is easy to work with. 


Add or replace flooring. Installing 


Did you know? 


Investing in a home renovation project not 


only requires money, but also time and patience. 


While contractors, architects and designers can 


estimate how long a project may take, it is im- 


possible to anticipate all of the scenarios that 


can attect that estimated timeline. Intormation 


from the real estate firm Keller Williams indi- 


cates an average kitchen remodel involving 


installation of new countertops, cabinets, appli- 


Gmeee CMe lO@ke Cemilcke lsikee l@reh< ml@lmilinc 


But if ductwork, plumbing or wiring must be 


addressed, the job may take longer. A midline 


bathroom remodel may take two to three months. 


Adding a room to a house can take a month or 


two. [he home improvement resource Reno- 


vation Junkies ofters similar estimates, with the 


average home renovation taking between four 


and eight months. Homeowners need to consider 


time when planning their home projects. 





a new floor can improve the overall 
comfort level and look of your basement. 
Vinyl, laminate, ceramic tile, and engi- 
neered hardwood are great options. Say 
no to carpet, which can harbor mold and 
allergens, particularly in the basement, 
and dont forget to lay a subfloor. 

Add color. Transform the dull and 


DECKS § PATIOS 1 GARDENS | SPAS I LIGHTING 
TREES. | FLOWERS § BUSHES 1 ACCENT PLANTS 
SEASONAL DECOR # GRILLS | FIREPITS 
OUTDOOR SPACES § FURNITURE | HANDYMAN 
MAID SERVICES | CARPENTERS ! INSECT CONTROL 
EFFICIENCY EXPERTS | ORGANIZERS | PAINT 
WALLPAPER § CROWN MOULDING 1 QUICK FIXES 
REMODELS § MAKEOVERS 1 FURNITURE 
APPLIANCES | HEATING ! COOLING | PLUMBING 
ELECTRICAL § PELLET STOVES 1 FIREPLACES 
REPAIRS | MAINTENANCE | CURTAINS | BLINDS 


WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, 
YOUR AD WILL REACH ALMOST 
100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 


boring space into an inviting oasis or a 
colorful playroom with a simple coat of 
paint. If your basement has low ceilings 
or limited natural light, choose lighter, 
warmer tones to brighten the space. To 
add some drama, consider adding depth 
and visual interest to your space with a 
different colored accent wall. 

Accessorize it. Throw pillows, rugs, 
lighting, and artwork are simple addi- 
tions that can immediately enhance or 
change your basement'’s look and feel. Pot 
lights can modernize, while artwork and 
throw pillows can add a splash of color. 
Accessories are really an opportunity to 
make it your own and let your personality 
shine through. They also provide an inex- 
pensive way to keep your space looking 
fresh from year to year. 

Scott McGillivray is the award-win- 
ning TV host of the hit series Income 
Property, a full-time real estate investor, 
contractor, author and educator. Follow 


him on Twitter @smcgillivray. 
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3.8 cu ft 
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4) GreenSmart 


+- tral 






Top Soil 


. GREENVIEW 
LAWN FOOD 


ina Fox Farm 
» =| Happy Frog 


5,000 99 | 
? GREENVIEW 
%4:999 " er $10 > BROADLEAF a! 


Mail-in Rebate |) ilies <a 


Seni | 
— ff 15,000 sq ft 
panel °1:29°° 


*After $20 Mail-In Rebate 
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: 
5 a hs 
Mail in Rebate On All ~ 4 
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ee ae Get a Gateway Farm&Pet < 


Weed & Feed fe vam ( A229 mal A 1422) Gift Card 


16- 0- 08. Gift Certificate Gift Certificate 





Crabgrass 
Preventer 24-0-8 


Natural/Cedar 
MULCH 


#60410 

5,000 Sq. Ft. a. A322 99 
15,000 Sq. Ft. "Rebate 
#60414... $29.99 


” After $10 Rebate 


Insect & Feed 12-0-10 
#60430 


#60420 2 | D3 
5,000 Sq. Ft. After $3 


15,000 Sq. Ft. eae 
HOO424L ooo cccccoscseenseeeneeee $31.99 


After $10 Rebate 


Winterizer 12-0-15 
#60440 


SA sbcre Fart pl Oil >. 


PREMENTE 
ae Fare 
gp WEEDS FEERS WINTERIZER $7799 


All-purpose insecticide, — 
miticide and fungicide for ih 
organic gardening. #022 tx 


Quart RTU 


5,000 Sq. Ft. 21629 


15,000 Sq. Ft. 
HOO4S4, ...ensscsscsecseessesseens 


BUY 
Weed Beater Ultra 


Ultimate systemic broadleaf = 
weed killer for lawns. 


‘ Gallon RTU 


After $5.00 Mail-In Rebate 
GET Quart RTU FREE 
$5.99 Value 


VEGGIE SEED 
PACKETS QW.” 9BQ2s 


Organic Soil Amendments 


5,000 Sa. Ft =) 1329 


15,000 Sq. Ft. 
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BurnOut Weed Kleen Up 


& Grass Killer ? —" Bumout a #74992 
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S¢ 999 
S: 7) 239 ee Gallon RTU 
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After $5.00 Mail-In Rebate 
GET Quart RTU FREE GET Quart RTU FREE 
$8.99 Value 


$5.99 Value 
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GRUB KILLER 


©5,000 SQ.ft. ......ccccceees $2399 
©10,000 Sq. ft. .......000 $39°9 














PEAT MOSS Moo Dirt....... $3. 99 Moo Plus... $9. 99 
oy a | a $5.99 Moo Doo....... 55,69 Moo Mix..... ST 1 49 
02.2 cu ft Moo Plant .... $5.99 Moo Grow...... $5.59 
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GATEWAY FARM & PET 
59 Russell Road, Huntington, MA 


PELLETIZED 40 Ibs 
MARKING LIME 50 Ibs. ....... $5.99 


FAST ACTING 30 b.* .......$12.99 
*Covers 5,000 sq ft. 
Ton Pricing Available 
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